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D’urc’s Drivel

Hi again. It's time for
round two of the “Cutting ”
Remark. 1 hope the first
issue was useful. I did get
some feedback, and | thank
you for that. However, this
publication is for you, and
as much as I'd like to be-
lieve that I was right on
target with all the articles,
I know I wasn’t. I need to
know what we can do to
make this more useful for
you.

Some of you will be reading
this publication for the first
time because we had not
done an adequate job in-
serting all the e-mail ad-
dresses. Hopefully we've
done better this time. If
you know of someone who
is not receiving the
“Cutting” Remarks and
would like to, please let me
know. You might forward a
copy of this issue to them
and have them contact me
by e-mail to have them
added to the e-mail list.

Thank you for your support
of Plant Source Interna-
tional, keep reading, keep
the green side up and let
me know how we can make
this better for you.

As always, | remain
“unrootedly” (whatever the
heck that means) devoted
to delivering this newslet-
ter to you. Contact D urc at
azaeske@sbcglobal.net

CUTTING REMARKS is created for Plant
Source intemational by Alan Zaeske of Hort-
cultural Marketing & Management

PAC URC’s R4U in ‘06 ... Y WAIT?

All right, what’s with all the abbreviations?! Well it got you thinking, didn’t it? To make a
short story long... PAC are geraniums bred by the German breeder Elsner; URC’s are un-
rooted cuttings (Duh?!); R4U is a geeky way to say you should have some; and ‘06 is ...2006!
Tl explain the Y WAIT in a minute) Anyway, what this means is that you will be able to
purchase the 6 lines of geraniums (Angel Eyes, Aristo, Darko, Fireworks Collection, Happy
Face/Dandy, and Saxonia) as unrooted cuttings beginning late fall of 2005.

Now for the Y WAIT part. The translation of this is “Don’t wait until next season”. Get some
now! You know the old commercial, “Try ’em, you’ll like ’em”. Well try these, you might like
them! Order some this season as RC’s to see how they’ll fit into next year’s program? Due to
limited stock this year, these geraniums are available only as rooted cuttings from 5 selected
rooting stations. There is still time (but not much) to place an order with your favorite bro-
ker to try some this year. So, Y WAIT?

OPTIONS ABOUND FOR SHIPPING IPOMEA

PSI does have Ipomea (and Agrostis) available for US customers. You may have had some
problems booking the order because of those pesky minimums. Those minimums are for
your own good, honest! The freight rate for one box of Ipomea is around $30. If the box
contains 1000 cuttings, the per cutting price to ship is $.03. If the box contains only 1/2 that
number of cuttings, then the freight cost per cutting doubles! Yikes! You get the point.
So, we offer these suggestions:
* increase the number of cuttings to a quantity that makes “freight rate sense”
* add Agrostis stolonifera to the order to “diversify” the freight costs
* still more cuttings than you need? Order your Ipomea and Agrostis cuttings as
rooted liners from Malmborg’s or another liner source rooting PSI
cuttings: Bay Gardens, Controlled Growth, Henry’s Plant Farm, and
Possum Run

STROLLING DOWN AVAILABILITY LANE

We're just getting into the peak shipping season of spring-veg-urc’s and as expected some
items are in great demand but short supply. There are still a number of mainstay items in
good supply for the next couple weeks, so check your needs and get those items ordered. |
hesitate making this list because availability on some items can change dramatically even
while writing this article. Well, here goes!

A couple items (actually 3) that I feel are especially nice varieties from PSI are the Angelo-
nia, Heliotrope and Osteo Spumonti. Some others in good supply in high demand about this
time last year are Fuchsias, Portulaca Samba, Bacopas, Coleus, Cuphea, Lobelias, Scaevola
and Venedios. Have you tried the new Sanvitalia Ariba? A very nice compact Sanvitalia.

Weekly availabilities are being e-mailed (Are you on that list?) and also posted on the web-
site, plantsourceintl.com. For the most current availability , call Linda at 866-774-8727.
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TRIP TO MEXICO NO VACATION

Troy, Jim Breidert and 1 just re-
turned from a long weekend in Mex-
ico to review current production and
develop a plan for the coming sea-
sons. Jim Breidert, you respond in-
credulously?! Yes, Jim Breidert is
now part of the PSI Mexico produc-
tion team. Jim will be sharing his
many (and | do mean many) years of
production experience with our Mexi-
can production team.

While evaluating current production
we developed a plan to do more of
what we were doing well and to stop
doing those things that were causing
poor results. (shades of rocket sci-
ence, huh?). The reality of all this is
that the crops that had been moved
to a rack system were exceeding our
expectations. The crops on this struc-
ture were not only producing better
quality cuttings, they were also pro-
ducing a much higher number of cut-
tings than we had anticipated. All

this good news equated to job security
for Francisco ... build more racks! The
result is that we will be able to in-
crease production, improve quality and
increase efficiency all in the same
space. The problem (it’s a good prob-
lem) is that demand is still outgrowing
the space we have. That’s why we were
there to plan expansion at the new site.

The new site is AWESOME! We'’ve con-
structed and are using the first 5500
square meters (that’s 60,000 sq ft to us
metrically challenged) of greenhouse
and the crop is excellent!

HERE’S TO YA!

Whatever you truly conceive
in the mind, is possible.

The plans are to have another 5500
square meters in production by this
fall. The current plan is to tie two of
these 5500 square meter structures
together with a “clean” work space be-
tween them forming an H. But then
you don’t really care about how they
look. You just want to be assured that
this new facility will allow us to main-
tain the clean standards and continue
the shipment of quality clean URC’s.
Be assured! We're convinced that these
new facilities will allow us to do more
and to do it better.

PSI PACK TRIAL AT JACKSON & PERKINS FACILITY

Plant Source International is pleased
and honored to be a part of the Sun-
tory Pack Trials at the Jackson &
Perkins Research Station in Somis,
CA. this April. J & P has graciously
offered space to PSI in a structure
adjoining the always beautiful Sun-
tory display greenhouse. This oppor-
tunity developed because of the rela-
tionship PSI has with J & P to pro-
duce URC’s of the Suntory product
line for the Suntory rooting partners
and for the new URC program with
the brokers.

There is no better way to see the new
and exciting products developed by

Suntory, to learn more about the Sun-
tory URC broker program and see the
inner workings of production at PSI
Mexico than to visit the Pack Trials at
the Jackson & Perkins Research Facil-
ity. For more information regarding a
visit to these trials check out the Sun-
tory web site (suntorycollection.com) or
call Lou Aguirre, Jackson & Perkins
Wholesale at 800-877-6737 ext 6. As
you make your plans to visit Suntory,
please set aside some time to visit
Plant Source International out “Door
#2”.

FAX AND FREE PHONE FAUX PAS

Some of you apparently have my fax number on you speed dial, and | do like
getting the attention. However, in the interest of expediency and efficiency, you
really should change that speed dial fax number for Plant Source International
to 763-535-8134. The old number (517-381-8709) rings me up here in Michigan
where | will have to turn around and refax to Minnesota (wasting time and
trees). That’s all well and good...unless my fax machine is not working (as it
wasn’t a few days ago) or if I'm out of town, etc. The bottom line is this; to make
sure your orders and order changes are most efficiently handled, 1 would recom-
mend using the 763-535-8134 number going directly to Linda.

Item last ... we have also moved the 866-774-8727 number to Minnesota, where
Linda and Troy can be reached. If you would like to talk to Alan, please use the
517-381-8708 number. And, isn’t Linda doing a great job? Thanks, Linda!
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